
    PRESS RELEASE: Volks Railway opens its
2024 season with a National Transport Trust

Red Wheel
Volks Railway in Brighton celebrated the start of its 2024 season with the unveiling of a National
Transport Trust (NTT) Red Wheel. The Red Wheel was unveiled by Volks Electric Railway Association
Patron, journalist and newsreader Nicholas Owen alongside NTT Chair Stuart Wilkinson. Nicholas then
went on to drive the first train of the year, a tradition on the Volks.

             Click on image to download

Opened in 1883 by Brighton-born engineer and inventor, Magnus Volk, Volk's Electric Railway is the
world's oldest operating electric railway, and was the world's first public electric railway. The line runs
between terminal stations at Aquarium (a short distance from the Palace Pier) and Black Rock (at Black
Rock, not far from Brighton Marina), with an intermediate station and depot at Paston Place. The line
has a gauge of 825 mm (2 ft 8 ½ in), It is electrified at 160 V DC using a third rail, and is just under 2
km long.

NTT Chair Stuart Wilkinson said, “It is a real pleasure to be unveiling this Red Wheel, the latest to be
unveiled amongst our 180 Red Wheels nationwide. It celebrates this exceptional early electric railway
and cements Brighton’s place in the history of innovative transport, alongside its electric buses of 1909,
another Red Wheel site.”
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               The National Transport Trust
Founded in 1965, (as the Transport Trust), the National Transport Trust is the UK's only national charity established to
promote and encourage the preservation and restoration of Britain's unique transport heritage in all its forms – by air,
land (road and rail) and water (sea and inland). The Trust is managed within a very streamlined structure, with the Board
of Trustees representing the wider interests of the nation, for whose benefit the Trust exists.

     Help us to help them
In order to help the UK’s the preservation movement the Trust depends on its members and therefore encourages all
those who share our aims to join us. Membership of the Trust is open to private individuals and affiliated
organisations. You can help us to help others too; become a member, donate to the trust or you might even consider
leaving the trust something in your will. This last part is vital to our work, see here for more: National Transport Trust
legacies
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